
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAGAMORE HILLS TOWNSHIP – REGULAR  
 

Wednesday, October 10, 2018 - media notified 
 

 
The regular meeting was called to order by Mr. Zaccardelli at 7:00 p.m.   
R/C:  Zaccardelli-present; Schweikert-present; DePasquale-present; 
Fiscal Officer Gale-present. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  
 
Mr. DePasquale made a motion to approve the minutes from the September 10, 2018 
Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   
R/C Vote: Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 
PENDING WARRANTS 
Mr. Schweikert moved to approve the Pending Warrant Report dated September 2018 in the 
amount of $174,559.89.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.  
R/C Vote:  Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye.   
 
Mr. Zaccardelli introduced Karen Byers of the Building Boosters of Nordonia Hills. 
 
Ms. Byers thanked the trustees for allowing the Building Boosters to run the concession 
stand for a second year and to all the staff that helped make the season a success.  Ms. 
Byers gave a brief summary.  (Attached) 
 
Ms. Byers said the Building Boosters would very much like the opportunity to run the 
concession stand again next year. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli said they did a great job and made a motion to have the Building Boosters 
of Nordonia Hills run the concession stand next year.  R/C Vote:  all in favor. 

 
                   RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. DePasquale made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-36 to enter into a 
contract user agreement for a county-wide 800MHz regional radio system.  
Seconded by Mr. Schweikert.   
R/C Vote:  Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye. 

 
Mr. Schweikert made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-37 to accept the amounts and  
rates as determined by the budget commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies and  
certifying them to the Summit County Fiscal Officer.  Seconded by Mr. Zaccardelli.   
R/C Vote: Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye; DePasquale-aye. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to ADOPT RESOLUTION 18-38 supporting House Bill 602.  
Seconded by Mr. DePasquale.  R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye.   
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Roads 
Mr. Schweikert reported that Kiltie Lane looks good, and believes they will be done next 
week.  
 
Mr. Schweikert reported there have been several complaints on Canyon View.   The 
contractor is addressing them.   One of the complaints was that two of his employees 
were hitting golf balls.  Mr. Schweikert said it was someone else.  Mr. Gale said for the 
record they are not sure who it is, but just letting us know the issue complaint.  In the past 
there was a resident that hit golf balls in the garden. 
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Mr. Schweikert reported there have been no complaints on Kiltie. 
 
Mr. Schweikert said last winter our salt cost $48/ton.  The winter before that it was 
$39/ton.  This winter our salt will cost $80/ton, but we are not going to be able to get that 
salt until January 1, 2019.  They are not going to guarantee swift delivery.  We had 
problems with salt deliveries last year.  Mr. Schweikert called Morton and asked whether 
we could get any of their salt and they replied they would not deliver it. 
 
There is a good chance this winter we will only be salting stop signs and intersections.  
 
There was a brief discussion about salt. 

 
Fire and Police 
The Police Department handled 892 calls for service, completed 663 Community 
Policing assignments and handed out 469 Patrolled Your Area Cards.   
 
The Police Chief received two (2) commendations/appreciations from residents, praising 
members of the Department for their dedication to duty  

 
The Investigative Section received twenty-three (23) investigations for the month and 
closed all of them except three (3).  Eleven (11) of them were closed by arrest. 
 
We have thirteen (13) senior citizens in our Senior Call Program. 
 
Chief Hayes requested that we assign one (1) officer to the Metro SWAT Team.   This 
officer will be trained as a member of the Team, not only will this benefit the officer it 
will benefit the Department.  While we have an officer on the Team, we will have the 
availability to use the team in case of a “high-rick” incident.  Our fair share cost will be 
$3197.00 based on the population of Sagamore Hills.  
 
Mr. DePasquale said he thought it would be an advantage for us to have a member on the 
SWAT Team.  Right now, if we need the SWAT Team and have to call the Sheriff ‘s 
Department we pay for that service. 
 
There was a brief discussion. 
 
In September there was a successful kick off to the new “Lunch with a Cop” program.  
Chief Hayes was the first Sagamore Hills Officer to enjoy the company of the students at 
Rushwood Elementary. 
 
Mr. DePasquale gave a brief summary of the program. 
 
Mr. DePasquale reported for the month of September 2018, Macedonia Station #1 had 
133 EMS calls, 28 Fire; Sagamore Hills Station #2 had 102 EMS calls and 11 Fire; 
Northfield Center Station #3 had 37 EMS calls and92 fire; Received mutual aid 6 times 
and gave mutual aid 12 times.  There was a total of 332 calls for the month of September. 

 
Zoning 
Mr. Zaccardelli reported last month we had twenty-one (21) permits for a total of 
$9,055,00.  We had four (4) new home permits.  Mr. Fantozzi has been doing a good job. 
 
There is nothing new on the Heartridge Subdivision.  Mr. Snell said the plans have not 
been submitted yet, so it will probably be on the November agenda for Summit County 
Planning.  The Mottl property is on the October agenda for Summit County Planning. 
 
 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli said the Zoning Commission has been working on a revision to Section 5.  
The Zoning Commission had their public meeting and sent the revision on to the trustees 
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on October 1st.   The trustees now need to have a public hearing within thirty days.   Mr. 
Zaccardelli suggested October 29, 2018 at 12:00 noon.  Anyone can submit comments to 
the trustees before the public hearing.  A vote by the trustees will not be made at the 
public hearing.  A vote will probably take place at the next regular trustee meeting on 
November 12, 2018.  The documents will be readily available at the township and on the 
township website. 
 

       Fiscal Office 
                   The Fiscal Officer’s September 2018 report had a starting balance of $5,265,076.80,  
                   PLUS, receipts of $1,647,807.82, MINUS expenditures of $342,959.78 (which includes  
                   the pending warrant report of $174,559.16 PLUS Memo Receipts of $168,559.16).  The 
                   ending balance for September 2018 is $6,569,924.84.  

 
  TRUSTEE REPORTS 

Mr. Schweikert reported this week the township trustees received the forensic audit for  
Fire District 27.  It was released on Tuesday. 
 
Mr. Schweikert gave a brief summary. 
 
Initially credit cards started showing up and the Sheriff’s office did an investigation, and 
left Sagamore out of it.  We were two-thirds of the cost of the district and two-thirds the 
victim and we were totally left out of the investigation.  For five to six months there was 
absolutely no input whatsoever from Sagamore Hills Township.  It was going to go to 
court last December so Mr. Schweikert contacted Judge Beaux and told her that no one had 
spoken to us about this.    She delayed the hearing from last December and moved it to 
January.   The judge said that part of the conditions for the perpetrator Rosemary Barrett, 
was that she would have to work with the Sagamore Hills Police Department. 
 
Once Sagamore Hills received the information from the public records request from the 
sheriff on their investigation, the Sagamore Hills Police Department started their own 
investigation.  The centerpiece was a forensic audit.  That audit turned up another $14,467 
and some change. 
 
At the second fire board meeting (June 26, 2015) that Mr. DePasquale attended after the 
death of Mr. Barrett, Mr. DePasquale asked for a list of any and all vendors the fire district 
did business with or had done business with for building repairs, plumbing, electrical, 
roofing, vehicle and equipment repairs, auto parts, body work.  This list should include any 
credit cards the district holds.   
 
In 2015 we were told we only had one credit card, Speedway.  After the forensic audit it 
was discovered there were several other credit cards.  Apparently, Rosemary Barrett got 
other credit cards without Sagamore Hills being aware of them.  It was never discussed at a 
fire board meeting.  Nobody knew about the credit cards or saw any bills.  Ms. Barrett was 
making charges on credit cards that we did not know existed.   
 
In 2017 another request came from Rich Reville of Northfield Center, and Ms. Barrett gave 
him the same list only showing Speedway.     
 
During this time period we had left the district two years ago.   We had issues with future 
costs and future needs.  We had problems with the district the first time that Mr. DePasquale 
met with them.  The numbers just didn’t add up.  Mr. DePasquale went to John Zaccardelli 
and said the numbers were not adding up.  John then went to Mr. Schweikert and asked him 
to look at them.   Mr. Schweikert went to Scott Gale.  This went on for almost a year, year 
and a half.  The numbers never added up.  Northfield Center wanted Sagamore Hills to put a 
5-6 mill levy on the ballot, either do a new fire station or rehab the old one and put a million 
dollars into equipment.  Sagamore Hills had no intention of moving forward with this, and 
left the district. 
 
We could have dropped this after the sheriff’s investigation, but Sagamore Hills wanted to 
get to the bottom of this.  We wanted the forensic audit.  We had a neighboring trustee take 
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Scott Gale to task saying “what is the problem Sagamore Hills, pay up”.   This neighboring 
trustee wrote saying former fire district secretary Rosemary Barrett had been employed as a 
district close-out secretary since the district disbanded.  Her job was to handle all the 
paperwork and finances involved for the shutdown of the district.  Her duties were expected 
to continue.  The district is owned approximately $109,525.00.   Scott Gale never paid the 
bill.   This was a public demand made by this neighboring trustee.   There were several other 
bills that were not made public, and Sagamore Hills did not pay them.  The money never 
added up.  We tried to work through these issues internally. 
 
Mr. Schweikert commended Scott Gale.  Scott Gale does not work for the trustees.   Your 
fiscal officer is a separate elected official.  He does not answer to this board.   The trustees 
are supposed to scrutinize every bill and Mr. Gale is to pay them.   Mr. Gale is to check on 
the bills that the trustees are sending to him.  It is a check and balance system.   There were 
many Sunday nights that Mr. Gale would spend with Mr. Schweikert going over some of 
these financial statements because he couldn’t make heads or tails out of them.    Mr. Gale 
did this voluntarily.   Hats off for Mr. Gale’s endeavors.    
 
The bottom line is we are going to get an additional $14,467.00.  We wanted to get to the 
bottom of this.  It was a long process, and we worked through it.    There has been 
misinformation and lies out there about Mr. Gale.  We did not respond to them. 
 
Mr. Schweikert thanked everyone involved for their efforts. 
 
Carol Lewis, 9634 Olde Eight Road, commented that because the trustees on the fire board 
did not know that there were additional credit cards issued to the fire district, has anyone 
figured out who applied for or who signed for them as there might be additional people 
involved.  Mr. Snell responded the detectives know who signed for the credit cards and who 
authorized those credit cards. 
 
Mr. Snell replied the forensic audit doesn’t necessarily end this investigation.  This is the 
civil side of the investigation. 
 
Mr. Snell gave a brief summary of what transpired during the investigation.  To answer Ms. 
Lewis’ question, yes, there is additional information, but the township is not sure whether 
the prosecutor will do anything about it. Mr. Schweikert commented that up until 2015 the 
auditors never knew about these credit cards. 
 
Mr. Snell commented there is still a bond in place on Rosemary Barrett.  The township is 
making a claim in regard to the bond.  Ms. Barrett has paid back an additional $245.00. 
 
Mr. Schweikert said the investigation is still open.  If any of the former fire district firemen 
want to come forward with information, we would be happy to take that information.    
 
The discussion continued. 
 
Mr. Zaccardelli announced that “Trick or Treat” will be on Wednesday, October 31st from  
6 to 8 pm.    Our annual “Visit with Santa” will be held on Saturday, December 8th from  
12:00 noon until 3:00 pm.   
 
Jack Peters, 783 Chaffee Road, asked when the next cemetery meeting would be held.  Mr. 
Schweikert replied the next meeting has not be scheduled yet because there is a conflict in 
scheduling.  Mr. Peters asked Mr. Schweikert to please let him know the date and time when 
the meeting was scheduled. 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Kopas, 7495 S. Boyden Road, said on July 10, 2017 the trustees had passed the Fair 
Program.  Mr. Kopas asked how much money has the township contributed to the 
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Macedonia Fair Program and what we got for it.   Mr. Gale responded he would pull those 
numbers and give it to Mr. Kopas.   Mr. DePasquale said nothing has been purchased at this 
time.  Mr. DePasquale said the money is being  set aside until they rehab the trailer or get 
the trailer they will be taking to the schools.  Mr. DePasquale will get that information for 
Mr. Kopas. 
 
Ben Dodds, 1796 Fox Hollow Lane, is interested in building bocce ball courts at the 
Sagamore Park.   Mr. Zaccardelli said the trustees would be interested, and he would speak 
with Mr. Dodds after the meeting. 
 
Carol Lewis, 9634 Olde Eight Road, commented that the Building Boosters of Nordonia 
Hills also recycles printers, computers and monitors.  Devise Experts on Rt. 82 wipe the 
hard drives clean on computers before they go for recycling.   
 
Tom Kemery, 1284 Canyon View Road, commented that the trucks from TriMor seem to be 
destroying part of the old road on Canyon View.  The section where the leak was is getting 
very bad.  Mr. Kemery asked whether TriMor would fix it.  Mr. Snell responded the trustees 
have a grant application in for Phase III which would be next year.  Mr. DePasquale 
responded if it is really bad we could ask TriMor to fill it. 
  
Mr. Zaccardelli made a motion to adjourn at 7:54 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. DePasquale. 
R/C Vote:  DePasquale-aye; Zaccardelli-aye; Schweikert-aye. 

 
 

  


